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who had been spying on them unobserved. Furiously
angry, the Indian pulled Olga roughly away, and then
favoured Carter with a torrent of filthy abuse in Hin-
dustani, which the lad, an officer in an Indian regiment,
understood. Fortunately, there were no onlookers and
dance number seven having commenced, Olga, claimed,
just in the nick of time, by Durrant, her partner,
disappeared.
Dancing continued until two a.m. when a halt was
called and the Captain informed the company that there
would be a parade in front of the Maharaja, who would
then award the prizes. A seat for the Prince having been
arranged, the couples, in the dance which had been
interrupted, walked slowly round the deck bowing to the
Raja as they passed. Two perambulations were made,
and then the Captain, after a pretended discussion with
the Raja, stated that, as their munificent patron was quite
unable to decide which costume was best, he had resolved,
like the Dodo in Alice in Wonderland, to give prices to
everyone. This announcement was received with cheers,
which were redoubled when the Prince proceeded to
distribute practically the entire contents of the ship's
fancy store. He made special presents to Olga and
Durrant, in recognition of the musical treats they had
afforded their fellow passengers during the voyage. To
Olga he presented a gold-enamelled brooch, bearing the
P, and O. crest, and the motto QMS Separabit, and to
Durrant a pair of gold enamelled sleeve-links with the
same motto.
The evening terminated with For his a jolly good Fellow,
in honour of the Raja, AMld Lang Syne, and the National
Anthem.
Qlga was somewhat apprehensive of the forthcoming
interview with her husband and her fears were justified.
Directly she entered the cabin, AH Beg, who had preceded
her, angrily demanded aa explanation of her wanton
omduct with Carter.